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Motivations and Sources for Antebellum Reform

1. Second Great Awakening

2. Soclal Changes due to the rise of the market

economy (anxiety over changing relationships
between men and women, masters and
workers, social classes)

3. Social Changes resulting from immigration

4. Puritan and revolutionary traditions of America
to remake the world

5. Republican and Enlightenment ideology of
virtue and good citizenship

6. Transcendentalism and other Romantic literary
Influences

- Based on Nash, The American People, 6% ed.



A. RELIGION

EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT
REVIVALISM & THE SECOND
GREAT AWAKENING



GUIDING QUESTION

How did the Second Great
Awakening influence the
development of American
soclety during the
nineteenth century?
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RELIGION
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Camp meeting, 1801

Kentucky revival
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Denominational Growth, | 780-1860

As this bar graph makes clear, the early nineteenth century was a time of explosive religious
growth. What were the decades that saw the greatest growth? Which denominations ex-

panded most quickly and which most slowly!
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Growth of American Methodism 1775-1850

Number of Methodist churches Number of Methodist churches
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The Second Great

Awakening
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RELIGION — Non-2GA

Soclety of Friends
Unitarianism
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RELIGION

Church of Jesus Christ of
LDS ("Mormons”)

Joseph Smith

Brigham Young

CANADA

Joseph Smith
(1805-1844)

Brigham Young
(1801-1877)

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

. Gulf of Mexico
MEXICO 0 2% 500 miles
R Viemetery



B. SOCIAL
REFORMS

ABOLITIONISM,
TEMPERANCE, EDUCATION,
PENAL REFORM




GUIDING QUESTION

In what ways and to what
extent did social reform
movements significantly
change American society
between 1820 and 18607

Consider the following: temperance,
education, prison reform, antislavery
/abolitionism, women’s rights, utopian
experiments/communitarianism.
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ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS
2, Education

Modern public school movement

Religious Training — Secular Education

Massachusetts - forefront of public
educational reform

1st state to establish tax support for
local public schools.

Horace Mann

Universal public education:
By 1860 every state offered free
public education to whites.
US had one of the highest i
literacy rates in the world (80%). Horace Mann  (1796-1859)

“Father of American Education”







ANTI-SLAVERY
MOVEMENTS




OUTRAGE:.

Fellow Citizens,

ABOLITIONIST,

of the most revolting chafacteris among you, exciting the feels

ings of the North against the South. A seditious Lecture is to
be delivered

THIS EVENING,

at 7 o’clock, at the Presbyterian Charch in Cannon-street.

You are requested to attend and unite in putting down and
gileneing by peaceable means this tool of evil and fanaticism,

Let the rights of the States guaranteed by thé Constitution
be proterled

Feb. 27, 1837. The Union forever!




ABOLITIONISTS

A

THE Citizeos of Cinclonati, cinbracing every
class, interested in the prosperity of the City, sate
fled thit the hasiness of the place rccch'lns
vson ataly feons the wicked pud misguided oper
tlons of the abolitionists, nre resoived 1o arrest
thelr course. ‘The destruction of their Fress on
the night of the E¥th Instant, may be taken asa
warntug. As there are some northy citizens ep-
goged lu the unholy cause of annoying onr »oulh-
ern nclighbors, they arc appealed to, (o pause be=
fore they bring things (o nerisis.  Ifan attempt
fs made to re«<cstnblish their press, it will be views
cd as an act of definnce te an already outraged
community, and on their hrads be the resph

which will follow.

Every kind of expostolotion aud « crionsfrance
has been resorted to in vainesslonger paticace
would e erlminnl.  Fhe plun is matured to erad-

feate an evil which every citizen feels is umdermi-
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ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS
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1836: DESTROYING BIRNEY'S PRESS: lllustration from The
Anti-Slavery Record, Vol. 2, No. 9 (September 1836)
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Distribution of the Slave Population, 1860

1860
CANADA
Q WASHINGTON cupe MAINE
-
(,,,,b, ». JERRITORY (u\ﬁ o, o M,NNESOTA L. G
UNORG. A4 A\
o TERR. 2 | [ MASS
NEBRASKA 0 W
TERRITORY S\
" "oakec"‘/\f g \Rl
~Lake "/ VCONN
Sz PA.
N.J.
\
—— TN _ DEL
UTAH ! ”‘/ ~4 - //\ﬂ;‘i
TERRITORY y// 7Tl V'RG("'A;)‘ "
X ’kansasﬁ TERR ORY 4
- Noﬁ‘n-?“ ﬂ\y
CALIFORNIA J SARgENA 9
UNO N F
NEW MEXICO / ¢ TERRITOR RERSIE ATLANTIC
TERRITORY | a _‘jjfji;;";m"ms) Py 4 OCEAN
PACIFIC Y
OCEAN S
[ Areas without slaves £es
] Under 10 percent <D e
7 10to 30 percent a8 Gulf of Mexico
7 30to 50 percent MEXICO 0 250 500 miles
B 50 percent and over (5) T : R '
lHometers



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

® Colonization

B American Colonization
Society (1816)

Create a free slave state in
Liberia, West
Africa.

No real anti-slavery sentiment
In the North
In the 1820s & 1830s.

British Colonization Society symbol



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

B Abolition Movement

= gradualist

= Radical (immediatist)
® William Lloyd Garrison
®m The Liberator £ 3
B American Antislavery Society

= Slavery & Masonry

undermined republican
values.

= Slavery was a moral, not
an economic issue.

= Immediate emancipation
with NO compensation.

William Lloyd Garrison (1801-1879)
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ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

® David Walker (1785-1830) - Appeal to the

Coloured Citizens of the World - Fight for freedom
rather than wait to be set free by whites.

m Frederick Douglass (1817-1895)

= 1845 -The Narrative of the Life Of Frederick Douglass
= 1847 - “The North Star”

Frederick Douglass
(about 1866)




Anti-Slavery
Convention

Around 1845,

probably held in
Cazanovia, New
York.

FErederick Douglass
at center right
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ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

m Underground Railroad

MAINE

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

Free states

Slave states

Areas with slave populations
of 50% or more in 1850

Routes of the
Underground Railroad




arriving at Levi Coffin’s Indiana farm



Underground Railroad
John Parker House — Ripley, OH




Underground Railroad
John Rankin House — Rlpley OH




Underground Railroad
Samuel & Sally Wilson House — College Hill
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National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center




ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS:
Reaction to Abolition movement

R
H South

= North OUTRAGEx

mE| ijah Fellow Citizens, b %
Lovejoy ABOLITIONIST,

of the most revolting chafacteris among you, exciting the feels
ingsof the North against the Nouth. A seditious Leeture is to
be délivered

THIS EVENING,

at 7 o’clock, at the Presbyterian Charch in Cannon-street.
You are requested to attend aund unite in putting down and
©  gilencing by peaceable means this tool of evil and fanaticism,
Let the rights of the States guaranteed by thé Constitution
be protected.

Feb. 27, 1837. The Union forever!




ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

CINCINNATI IN THE 1830s




ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

® Fugitive slaves

® “personal liberty laws”

m “free soil”

“Kidnapping a Free Negro to Be Sold into Slavery,” 1834

A MAN

KIDNAPPED!

A PUBLIC MEETING AT

FANEUIL HALL!

WILL BEWELD

THI5 FRIDAY EVENG:

May 26th, at 7 o’clock,

To secure Justice for & MAN CLAIMED AN A SLAVYE by a

VIRGINIA

KIDNAPPER!

And NOW l‘l PRINONED IN BONTON COURT NHOUSE, In
deflance of the Lans ul Mussachusetts.  Nhall he be plunged Into the Hell of
Viecinin \Im ery by o Masachusetts Judge of Probate ?

BOSTON, May 28": ING 4.




Antislavery Movements

Varieties of Antislavery Reform Movements

Gradualist v and
8 :-.'.\-rj~ ina
v freeing slaves

2 colomies in Africa

Immediatst
(abolinor

Der.-:um'-*-s Slavery

Political antis
forces

avery

exx;t; Southem states bt
prevent its spread to the
termiiones

*Based on The American Jowrney:

Amencan Colomization

Society. Henrw Clay,
James Madison, and
Tames Monroe were early
I=aders.

Amencan Ant-Slaven
Society., Liderty Panty
Willizm Llovd Gancm
Arhur & Lawis
Thecdore Weld, Ang eLna
Grimeks, Fraderick

the new Rapublican
cams :_'ne voice
cates

A History of the Umited Staies by Goldfeld, et al.

Colonizanon never
succeads, sending only

1400 freed slaves to
in the 19205

financiz i
Meambership zrow
200,000 by 1820_Sp
occuzs ovEr 1ssue of




ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

mUncle Tom’s Cabin




AND IDEALS OF

I DOMESTICITY I



6. Women’s Rights

WomentSiPositioninH BLNCERTURASOCIELY,
Unable to vote.
Legal status of a minor.

Single — could own her own property (“femme
seule’)

Married - no control over her property or her
children (“Femme covert’)

Could not initiate divorce.

Could not make wills, sign a contract, or bring
suit in court without her husband’s permission.
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ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS
1. Transcendentalists

B Transcendentalists

® “Liberation from understanding and
the cultivation of reasoning.”

“Transcend” the limits of intellect
and allow the emotions, the SOUL,
to create an original relationship
with the Universe.



ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS
1. Transcendentalists

B Transcendentalists

mRalph Waldo Emerson
Nature (1832) o

Self Reliance (1841) WFA

Ralph Waldo }} ' o~
Emerson i\



ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS
1. Transcendentalists

® Henry David Thoreau

= Resistance to Civil

Disobedience
(1849)

= “civil disobedience”

“passive resistance”

= Walden (1854)

Henry David Thoreau



The Anti-Transcendentalist:
Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-18642

pursuit of the ideal led to a

distorted view of human
nature and possibilities:
* The Blithedale Romance

accept the world as an

imperfect place:
* Scarlet Letter
* House of the Seven




ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS
2. Utopian Communities

- Utoplan 150 300 miles

150 300 kilometers CANADA

Communities X

Oivalda Brook Farm
: 1841-1846
Community VT. H%
® Brook Farm 85671881/ |
WISCONSIN * new o
DAKOTA TERRITORY an® YORK ..:. _~MASS,
3] ] A @
B Robert Owen s " mosan Pt AN,
Ad--4
IOWA - s o LA CONN.
Amana p—— A' SV
N ew Ipe3-1932 OHIO NJ.
MD.
Harmony ' | e ATLANTIC

o VIRGINIA OCEAN

New Harmony — A o

— 1824~1827 KENTUCKY Experimental
. arg are MISSOURI o NORTH Communities

CAROLINA '
UNORG. TENNESSEE B Fourierists
I: u I I e r TERR. SOUTH A Owenites
ARKANSAS Nashoba CAROLINA

Icaria @ Shakers
1848-1849 e T B LR
MISS.  ALABAMA
m TEXAS (after Bestor and Meinig

Major Communal Experiments before 1860



George Ripley (1802°1880)—

Brook Farm
West Roxbury, MA






The Oneida Community
New York, 1848

-the 2nd

coming of Christ had
already occurred.

Humans were no longer

obliged to follow the moral
rules of the past

» * all residents married
i to each other.
John Humphrey Noyes - carefully regulated
(1811-1886) “free love.”






Original-Plans-for-New-Haramoryzli




——————
New Harmony, IN

David Lenz House, with Bake Oven
(phato by Ruth Reichmann)

ny Inn
(phato by Ruth Reichmann)

Labyrinth

(Histone New Harmany phato)


http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/kade/newharmony/sitemap.html
http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/kade/newharmony/sitemap.html
http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/kade/newharmony/sitemap.html

Secular Utopian Communities

S
Individual Demands of
Freedom Community Life
spontaneity discipline
self - organizational

fulfillment hierarchy



REVIEW: Guiding Question

Analyze the causes and
effects of American economic

growth in the first half of the
nineteenth century.

Include: developments in transportation,
manufacturing and agriculture.



REVIEW: Essential Question

To what degree was the South
developing as a distinctively
different region from the rest of the
United States during the period
1820 to 18607

(To what degree did slavery shape
life in the South during this period?)

(Consider political, economic, social and intellectual
aspects of life in the South)



REVIEW: GUIDING QUESTION

In what ways and to what
extent did social reform
movements significantly
change American society
between 1820 and 18607

Consider the following: temperance,
education, prison reform, antislavery
/abolitionism, women'’s rights, utopian
experiments/communitarianism.



