
Antebellum Society 

and Reform

AP US History

A11W | 10.11.01



Motivations and Sources for Antebellum Reform

1. Second Great Awakening 

2. Social Changes due to the rise of the market 
economy (anxiety over changing relationships 
between men and women, masters and 
workers, social classes)

3. Social Changes resulting from immigration

4. Puritan and revolutionary traditions of America 
to remake the world

5. Republican and Enlightenment ideology of 
virtue and good citizenship

6. Transcendentalism and other Romantic literary 
influences

- Based on Nash, The American People, 6th ed.



A. RELIGION

EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT 
REVIVALISM & THE SECOND 

GREAT AWAKENING



GUIDING QUESTION

How did the Second Great 

Awakening influence the 

development of American 

society during the 

nineteenth century?



RELIGION

Second Great Awakening (1806-40s)  (Who? Where?)

Charles Grandison Finney

Charles G. Finney
(1792 – 1875)

Second Great Awakening Revival Meeting



RELIGION

New Lights

 “burned over 

district”

Reform Movements in the Burned-Over District





Growth of American Methodism 1775-1850



The Second Great

Awakening

“Spiritual Reform From Within”
[Religious Revivalism]

Social Reforms & Redefining the Ideal 

of Equality

Temperance

Asylum &

Penal Reform

Education

Women’s 

Rights

Abolitionism

Ms. Susan Pojer, Chappaqua H.S., Chappaqua, NY



RELIGION – Non-2GA

Society of Friends 

Unitarianism 



RELIGION

Shakers

Shaker 

Meeting



Shaker Simplicity & Utility



RELIGION

Church of Jesus Christ of 

LDS (“Mormons”)

 Joseph Smith 

Brigham Young
Joseph Smith

(1805-1844)

Brigham Young

(1801-1877)



B. SOCIAL 

REFORMS
ABOLITIONISM, 

TEMPERANCE, EDUCATION, 

PENAL REFORM



GUIDING QUESTION

 In what ways and to what 
extent did social reform 
movements significantly 
change American society 
between 1820 and 1860? 

Consider the following: temperance, 
education, prison reform, antislavery 
/abolitionism, women’s rights, utopian 
experiments/communitarianism.
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1. Temperance Movement
 American Temperance Society (1826) – “Demon Rum”

“The Drunkard’s Progress” (1846) “From the first glass to the grave”



Per Capita 

Consumption 

of Alcohol, 

1800–1860



ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS

2. Education
 Modern public school movement

 Religious Training → Secular Education

 Massachusetts - forefront of public 

educational reform

 1st state to establish tax support for   

local public schools.

 Horace Mann

Universal public education:

By 1860 every state offered free 

public education to whites.

 US had one of the highest 

literacy rates in the world (80%). Horace Mann (1796-1859) 

“Father of American Education”



ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS

3. Penal Institutions

Benevolent Empire

Early Penal Institutions 

Asylums 

Penitentiaries 

Dorothea Dix

Dorothea Dix

(1802-1887)



ANTI-SLAVERY 

MOVEMENTS





ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS



1836: DESTROYING BIRNEY'S PRESS; Illustration from The 

Anti-Slavery Record, Vol. 2, No. 9 (September 1836)



Distribution of 

the Slave 

Population, 1830



Distribution of the Slave Population, 1860 



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

Colonization

American Colonization 

Society (1816)
 Create a free slave state in 

Liberia, West

Africa.

 No real anti-slavery sentiment 

in the North 

in the 1820s & 1830s.
British Colonization Society symbol



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

 Abolition Movement 
 gradualist

 Radical (immediatist)

 William Lloyd Garrison 

 The Liberator

 American Antislavery Society
 Slavery & Masonry

undermined republican
values.

 Slavery was a moral, not
an economic issue.

 Immediate emancipation 
with NO compensation.

William Lloyd Garrison  (1801-1879)



The 

Liberator



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

 David Walker (1785-1830) - Appeal to the 

Coloured Citizens of the World - Fight for freedom 

rather than wait to be set free by whites.

Frederick Douglass (1817-1895)

 1845 -The Narrative of the Life Of Frederick Douglass

 1847 - “The North Star”

Frederick Douglass 
(about 1866)



Anti-Slavery 

Convention

Around 1845, 

probably held in 

Cazanovia, New 

York.  

Frederick Douglass 

at center right



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

Underground Railroad



The Underground Railroad

Charles T. Webber, The Underground Railroad, 1893, depicting fugitives 

arriving at Levi Coffin’s Indiana farm



Underground Railroad

John Parker House – Ripley, OH



Underground Railroad

John Rankin House – Ripley, OH



Underground Railroad
Samuel & Sally Wilson House – College Hill



National Underground Railroad 

Freedom Center



National Underground Railroad 

Freedom Center



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS:

Reaction to Abolition movement

South 

North

 Elijah 

Lovejoy



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

 Fugitive slaves

 “personal liberty laws” 

 “free soil”

“Kidnapping a Free Negro to Be Sold into Slavery,” 1834



Antislavery Movements



ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS

Uncle Tom’s Cabin



C. WOMEN

AND IDEALS OF 
DOMESTICITY



6. Women’s Rights

Women’s Position in 18th Century Society

 Unable to vote.

 Legal status of a minor.

 Single – could own her own property (“femme 

seule”)

 Married - no control over her property or her 

children (“Femme covert”)

 Could not initiate divorce.

 Could not make wills, sign a contract, or bring 

suit in court without her husband’s permission.



1840 - split in the abolitionist movement over 

women’s role in it.

World Anti-Slavery Convention - London

Lucretia Mott Elizabeth Cady Stanton

1848 - Seneca Falls Convention

Declaration of Sentiments

R2-6/7

6. Women’s Rights



D. TRANSCENDENTALISM

& UTOPIAN 

COMMUNITIES



ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS

1. Transcendentalists

Transcendentalists
 “Liberation from understanding and 

the cultivation of reasoning.”

“Transcend” the limits of intellect 

and allow the emotions, the SOUL,

to create an original relationship

with the Universe.



ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS

1. Transcendentalists

Transcendentalists 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 Nature (1832)

Self Reliance (1841)

Ralph Waldo 

Emerson



ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS

1. Transcendentalists

Henry David Thoreau 

Resistance to Civil 

Disobedience
(1849)

 “civil disobedience” 
“passive resistance”

 Walden (1854)

Henry David Thoreau



 pursuit of the ideal led to a 

distorted view of human
nature and possibilities:

* The Blithedale Romance

 accept the world as an 

imperfect place:
* Scarlet Letter
* House of the Seven

Gables

The Anti-Transcendentalist:

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864)



ANTEBELLUM REFORM MOVEMENTS

2. Utopian Communities

Utopian 
Communities

Brook Farm 

Robert Owen 

New 
Harmony

Margaret 

Fuller

Major Communal Experiments before 1860



Brook Farm
West Roxbury, MA

George Ripley (1802-1880)



The Hive 

at Brook 

Farm



John Humphrey Noyes
(1811-1886)

 Millenarianism -the 2nd

coming of Christ had
already occurred.

 Humans were no longer

obliged to follow the moral
rules of the past.

• all residents married

to each other.

• carefully regulated

“free love.”

The Oneida Community

New York, 1848



Robert Owen (1771-1858)

Utopian Socialist

“Village of Cooperation”



Original Plans for New Harmony, IN

New Harmony in 1832



New Harmony, IN

http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/kade/newharmony/sitemap.html
http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/kade/newharmony/sitemap.html
http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/kade/newharmony/sitemap.html


Individual
Freedom

Demands of
Community Life

 spontaneity

 self-
fulfillment

 discipline

 organizational
hierarchy

Secular Utopian Communities



REVIEW: Guiding Question

 Analyze the causes and 

effects of American economic 

growth in the first half of the 

nineteenth century.

Include: developments in transportation, 

manufacturing and agriculture.



REVIEW: Essential Question

To what degree was the South 
developing as a distinctively 
different region from the rest of the 
United States during the period 
1820 to 1860? 

(To what degree did slavery shape 
life in the South during this period?) 

(Consider political, economic, social and intellectual 
aspects of life in the South)



REVIEW: GUIDING QUESTION

 In what ways and to what 
extent did social reform 
movements significantly 
change American society 
between 1820 and 1860? 

Consider the following: temperance, 
education, prison reform, antislavery 
/abolitionism, women’s rights, utopian 
experiments/communitarianism.


